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lost all patience, replied, with anger, " Ik) not act like
a boy; now, in an instant, matters will change dread-
fully ; do you think Maliki Sddik far off, that you
disregard his injunctions? He explained every cir-
cumstance to you on taking leave, and warned you of
the consequences; if you act according to his direc-
tions, and convey her safe and sound to him, he has a
royal mind, and may regard the toils you have under-
gone with a favourable eye, and give her to you; how
different will the case be then ! you will preserve his
unbounded friendship, and gain the sincere affection
[of your mistress]/*

At last, [from the force of his] threats and admoni-
tions, I remained silent;  I bought two camels, and
mounting on kajdwas,1 we set out for the country of
Maliki Sddik.    We pursued our journey, and at last
reached   a  plain,   where  loud   noises  were  heard.
Mubarak exclaimed, " God be praised,  our labours
have turned out well, for lo! the army of ib&jinns is
here arrived/'    He met them at last, and asked them
where they intended to go.    They replied, " The king
has sent us forward for the purpose of receiving you,
and we are now under your orders; if you command
us, we will convey you in a moment to the presence
[of the king]/'    Mubarak, turning to me, said, " See
how, after all our toils and clangers, God has favoured
us before the face of the king;  what is the need of
haste now ?  if some misconduct should occur, which
God forbid, then the fruits of our labours would be
lost, and we should fall under the king's displeasure/*

1 A kind of litter for travelling in Persia and Arabia ; two of them are

taking            a rauwl or a mule;  those for camels carry four persons.